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NEWSLETTER

MARCH-JUNE 2020
Issue No.44

ASSOCIATION OF PAST EMPLOYEES OF SINGER
Singer Sri Lanka PLC 112, Havelok Road, Colombo 05

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

Dear Members,

By the time you receive this Newsletter, three months would have passed but our sincere wish is that
every day of the New Year will glow with Good Cheer and Happiness for you and your family inclusive
of grand children, if any. With the dawn of a New Year, it is customary for most positive thinking people
throughout the world, in whatever sphere of activity to look back and review their achievements, failures
and successes. We also take this opportunity to review our performance during the previous year and
find out what our successes and failures were.

To say the least, 2019 was a dismal year as far as the Association was concerned. Several interesting
events had to be postponed and finally cancelled due to the situation which prevailed in the country after
the Easter Sunday calamity. In addition, the publication of the News letter planned for May and October
had to be cancelled due to insufficient articles.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The nineteenth Annual General Meeting of the Association was held on 15th December 2019 at Janaki
Hotel, Fife Road,Colombo 05 with the participation of 96 members as against 77 the previous year. A
significant feature of this AGM was the presence of several past employees who were keen to join the
Association either by persuasion of a member or voluntarily. The Ex-Co welcome all those new mem-
bers and invite them to participate in all the activities organized by the Committee. The President in his
address to the members, welcomed Mr.Amarasuriya and Mr. Mohan Pandithage the present Chairman of
the Singer group and thanked them for their presence. The President further said that Mr. Amarasuriya,
the Patron of the Association has been a pillar of strength to the Association, participating in almost all
the activities organized by the Executive Committee, continuing to strengthen the cordial relationship he
had with the members in the past.In addition to the special guests, Mr. Mahesh Wijewardena - CEO and
Mr. Kumar Samarasinghe , Marketing Director were present as special invitees along with Mr. Rohan
Kulasuriya- Director, Human Resources, Mr. [rzan Mohomed- Head of Treasury and Dhammika Maya-
dunna . Mr. Mahesh Wijewardena and Mr.Kumar Samarasing hehave always supported the Association
and have been present at the AGMs, if they were free of any other important
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BIRTHDAYS

Following members will be celebrating their birthdays in June, July and August.
We wish them ‘Happy Birthday’ and a bright future. Trust we have not missed anyone.

MARCH APRIL MAY
Ms. PushpaFonseka 01/03 | Mr. Ariyadasa D.A. 03/04 | Ms. ArseculeratneJasmin 04/05
Mr. Elmo Basil Joseph 02/03 | Mr. DissanayakeDeepthi 03/04 | Mr. Russell C.M. de la Motte | p6/05
Ms. PonnamperumaSusima | 03/03 | Mr. AnandaPerera 05/04 | Mr. Gunatilleke H.L.N. 11/05
Mr. C.A.Fonseka 09/03 | Mr. AbeyratneRuan 11/04 | Ms. KirthisingheShirani 09/05
@ Mr. David Ranjit 10/03 | Mr. WijetungeSanath 13/04 | Ms. JayawardenaVijitha 12/05
Mr. SamaranayakeThanuja | 12/03 ®Mr. Gunawardena Percy 14/04 | Mr. Harsha Kumar D. 14/05
Mr. KumarasingheJanaka 13/03 | MsHeenMenike D.M. 14/04 | Mr. Herat L.G.O. 14/05
9§ Mr. Fernando H.S.B. 16/03 | Mr. SumanasurivaSubhash | 15/04 | Mr. Dev Silva Premalal 16/05
Mr. Pathirana D.D.V. 16/03 |°Mr. Dickman J.W. 16/04 | Mr. DhirasekeraKalyana 20005
Mr. 8.S.Rajapkshe 20/03 Mr. Hulangamuwa A.E. 24/05
Ms. PereraKamalangani 23/03 | Mr. Abeyesekera D.J.A. 18/04 | Mr. WickremasingheDilip 29/05
Ms. WeerasiingheSriyani 23/03 *Mr. EpaAnanda H. 20/04 | Mr. Livanage S.M.P. 3105
Mr. Devruvan G. 24/03 | Mr. Moorthy R.G. 20/04
Ms. FernandoShiromani 27/03 | M.A.T. Kehelhena 20/04
Ms. PrematillakeSwarna 28/03 | Mr. KulasekeraRoshan 2104
Mr. PeirisDelricus 29/03 | MrNoyahrNevin 23/04
Mr. JM.K. Boteju 26/03 | Mr. P. Shivaji 26/04
NEW MEMBERS

26U Mr. U,S. Dissanayake

261 Mr. S.D. Priyantha Dissanayake

262 Ms. Chintha Wickramasinghe

263 Ms. Anoma Padmini Ariyaratne

264 Ms. Rathnamalie Perera

265 Ms. Sugala Renuka Gunawardena, Wickramapathirana

266 Ms. Bimbo Fernando

267 Mr. Sujeewa Dammika Dias

268 Mr. S.M.P. Indu Upathantha,

269 Ms. K.T. Manel Sugandhikaa Kulatunga

270 Mr. Shyamasundar Ramanathan

271 Mr. K.K.Lasantha Sudarhana

272 Mr. U.B. Dissanayake

275 Mr. Nirmalan Nayagam

274 Mr. Jagath Jayasundara

275 Mr. D. Fernando

276 Mr. Sujith Ariyapala

(Continued from last issue)

THE CASE OF THE WOOD WORK WHITE
BY T.V. PERERA
Among the power driven machines in the Wood Work White Section, were the router, belt sander, tenennor,
fret saw, band saw, and broad saw which when in operation created the din synonymous with a factory.
On the belt sander, none could match Wimalasena who although in his fifties had the agility of a man half
his age. The devilish speed he adopted to accomplish his work aptly earned him the name ‘Yaka Baas’. If
Yaka Baas was an expert on the belt sander, Romiel was a master on the perilous routing machine which
required adroitness to turn out machine tables, leaf covers, and platforms with cut-outs for hinges. Both
finished their day’s ‘count’ with a couple
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(a strict disciplinarian but with a very caring heart ) as Sales Manager Retail. They paid me a starting
salary of Rs12,500:--.

My Wholesale counterpart was Premalal de Silva, a cricketing friend from my schooldays. Fondly known
as "Yakadaya", for his batting prowess. The first thing [ experienced at Singer was, a "culture shock". The
American style and British style of doing business, was totally different, but [ was soon able to integrate
into the new culture.Gamani Abeysuriya was a "master at setting up distribution networks" and the Singer
network is what it is today, due to the pioneering work done by him.

The Chairman Hemaka Amarasuriya, with a background in both Finance and Marketing, was a man with
a Vision -" to make Singer the Largest and Best Appliance & Electronics Retailer in South Asia ". For
Singer - known only for its sewing machine, this was a far fetched dream, but in the eyes of chairman,
something achievable."

We brought in Jaliya Jayasuriya and Rienzie Martinesz from Unilever and Shehara Parakrama from
Reckitt & Coleman, to strengthen our Merchandising and Marketing efforts. Jaliya was directly responsi-
ble for setting up the Mega Channel outlets in Kandy and Rajagiriya, and also our foray into Sports mar-
keting and Sponsorship of Sri Lanka Cricket. Winning the Cricket World Cup in 1996, gave a major boost
to the Singer brand name worldwide. Jaliya unfortunately was a victim of the Tsunami tragedy of 2004.

Investing heavily in Training at all levels of Management, through Local as well as International Trainers,
Hemaka Amarasuriya sold his "Vision of Singer #1", to his staff , and mapped out the Strategy for future
success, within a framework of Multi Brands and Multi Channels.Very soon "Chairmans Vision became
Our Mission."

I had a dream run at Singer for 22 long years, moving from Sales Manager to Marketing Services Manag-
er , Marketing Manager , Deputy Marketing Director and finally Marketing Director In 2001. Along the
way | had the privilege to work and learn my trade alongside a host of top professionals like Hemaka
Amarasuriya, Gamani Abeysuriya, Neville Peries, Anton Abeysekera, P. Shivaji and ever green Gamini
Wasalathanthri.

We were building Concepts & Processes which would be sustainable. In hindsight I see that it was done
with the Customer at our focal point. [ was lucky to be a participant in the Key Management Team that
was instrumental in setting up the Wholesale Channel to supplement the existing Retail network, build
the concept of Brand Management and Multi Brands, expansion of Retail network, launching the Mega
and Sisil channels to consolidate our Multi channel strategy, venturing into Sports sponsorship and Sports
marketing and transforming Singer into a Consumer Centric company.

Chairmans direct involvement in setting up the Service network, with people like Anil Samarasekera and
later Shyam Ramanathan consolidated our position as Nol Electronics & Appliance Retailer in Sri
Lanka. In fact it was a key differentiator for Singer, at the time set up, taking Service to the Consumers
doorstep.

moving into the Marketing Directors office in 2001, | initiated a strategic move to create

a position of a Sales Director. Murali Prakash was the first incumbent, with his years of experience in
Field sales and Credit management, making him an obvious choice.

[t was also fortunate to have people of the caliber of Asoka Peiris, Mahesh Wijewardena,

Priyath Salgado, Chitral Perera, Nasser Majeed , Kumar Samarasinghe, Senani Perera, Jude Joseph,
Mihindu Rajaratna, Mohamed Fairoz , Dhammika Wijesundara , Sanjaya Karunaratne and Ravi Balraj
as work colleagues. We arguably had the cream of marketing talent working for Singer during this era,
and thus made my task easier.

Under my watch Singer was voted as the "Brand of the Year", an accolade we still win up to now, and was
a vindication of the Consumer centric company that Singer had become.

Projects like the "Singer Rugby League" helped us get into the mindset of the Youth , who were going to
be our future Customers. [ took my retirement in 2009, happy with the thought that I had built a "second
line of management" more capable and qualified than me, to take Singer into the future.

Dream to Reality... 1974-2009...a long journey of 45 years...

Asita Abayasekera.
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Special Request to Members - Articles for the Newsetter

When submitting Articles for publication in the Newsletter, please ensure that you follow the following
instructions;-
1. The Articles should be ORIGINALS from the Member relevant to an incident or incidents which
happened during his
or her period of employment at Singer.
2. Please keep the Article as short as possible, preferably covering a half or three quarter A4 page.
3 Keep to the deadline indicated on the last page of each Newsletter as Articles received late may not
find space in the Newsletter to be published.
We are reluctantly compelled to take this course of'action with a view to keep the cost of type-setting,
printing and postage as low as possible
Your cooperation in this matter will be greatly appreciated.
The Editor

PS; Even though the draft of this Newsletter was forwarded to the Printer for typesetting and printing as
far back as 18th February, due to the Covid 19 virus and the curfew imposed, he could not finalise print-
ing of this Newsletter.Hence the delay in distributing copies to members. We are indeed very sorry for
keeping you in the dark as far as the activities of the Association is concerned.

Regards
Wasalathanthri
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