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ASSOCIATION OF PAST EMPLOYEES OF SINGER

80, Nawam Mawatha, Colombo 2

FROMTHE EDITOR’S DESK

We start this issue of the Newsletter quoting a well known idiom “If there is a will there is a way”.

Our repeated requests to members for articles to be published in the Newsletter have finally paid dividends.
06 members have sent 10 articles to be published in the Newsletter which is indeed very encouraging. Due
too the length of some articles, we may have to withhold some for the next issue, but that does not in any way
mean that we have given them ‘a step motherly’ treatment.

We only hope this trend will continue and more members will find some time to share their past experiences at
Singer with other members of the Association.

“Ifitis important to you, you will find a way, if not you'll find an excuse.”
G.C. WASALATHANTHRI

Lifein 1959

What | am about to relate may appear to be from the pages of a fairy tale, but this was the year 1959 and | was
only 19 then. Today | am 75. Singer main office was at 83, Chatham Street in the former Ceylon Bakery
premises. |lived in Hulftsdorf nearthe Supreme Court. It costonly 5 cents to travel from Technical College to
Fort. On days to avoid coming late | hired a Morris Minor taxi which cost 90 cents to come to Fort. | paid Re.1/-
(10 cents being tip).

Office opened at 8.00am and closed at 4.30pm with a lunch break from 12.00 noon to 1.00 pm, with 2 tea
breaks, one at 10.00 am and the other at 3.00pm, each break being 15 minutes. For tea we cross Chatham
Street to the Marketing Dept. tea shop across the road. Tea cost 10 cents a cup and two slices of buttered
bread (cut diagonally) also cost 10 cents. 10 String Hoppers & dish of dhall cost 50 cents. A massive racket
(commotion) and stampede takes place at both tea brake due to time constrain. M/s John M. Courtney and/or
J.M. Rajaratnam in order to avoid this situation decided to supply tea only, on company account. Being used to
have a bite with the tea caused displeasure. This was rectified when a bun was also given with the tea. This
continued even today.

More to come, but enough for now. If readers are not bored, please let me know.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

'Sing-A-Long' Musical Evening - Saturday 15th November (FIXED)
Annual General Meeting - Sunday 14th December (FIXED)



SINGER STENO-TYPISTS OF YESTERYEAR *

Rani de Silva was the first Secretary to Mr. Hartley, General Manager. Subsequently she served
six(6) G.Ms namely, Mr. JM. Courtney, Mr. J.M. Rajaratnam, Mr. Paul C. Lewis, Mr. L.
Namasivayam, Mr. V.P.A. Perera and Mr. Hemaka Amarasuriya(Chairman). She was the firstlady |
had ever seen smoking, and | got a shock when | first saw her smoking. She smoked cigarettes
evenin her bosses' presence. Whatever said and done she was very kind hearted.

Dulcie Podisekera (later Mrs. Maniam) did typing for all other Managers, and Mr. P. Subramaniam
(known to all as Mr. Maniam) did Office Manager- Mr. Taylor's typing and latterly was appointed as
Assistant Office Manager. At that stage several other stenographers joined the Company, and a
Typists Pool was formed headed by Constance de Valliere, other members including Dulcie
Maniam, Christine Keyt, Piyaseeli Peiris, Vijitha Jayawardena, Petite O'Hara, Shiroma Fernando (Peiris) and Judith
Bastian (Vannitamby). With Connie de Valliere's resignation Dulcie became Head of the Pool. Hot tempered Christine
(who often got angry with boss and walked out), and also Petite migrated to Australia almost atthe same time..

Shiroma got married and left for London in 1980, Vijitha took up a Secretary postat S.I.C., and was later transferred back
to S.S.L and was Secretary to Finance Director until her retirementin 1996. Judy found greener pastures. Piyaseeli died
in 1983 and few years later Dulcie followed. Afterwards the typists pool consisted of younger stenos like Indrani, Subadra,
Gwendalin, Bavani andtherest.

Shiroma calls me from London once in a way and also wishes me on my birthday. |am in constant touch with Vijitha and
communicate with her at least four days a week. We had been train friends (traveling from Moratuwa to Fort from 1961)
before she joined Singer, and | am proud to say | was directly responsible for her joining Singerin early 1963.

| still remember how Farouk got excited when Jasmine's letter of appointment was misplaced at the dispatch desk, and got
Mr. Taylor to send her a fresh one.

These sweet memories | will carry unto my death.

Sent by Mala Abeysuriya.

PRAGEETH RAMBUKWELLA - BEST UMPIRE S.L.C.

Ex-Singer employee and member of our Association PRAGEETH
RAMBUKWELLA was chosen the Best Umpire Premier Panel 'A’ of Sri
Lanka Cricket at the DIALOG-S.L.C. AWARDS NIGHT held recently at
Waters' Edge.

Prageeth joined Singer (Sri Lanka) in 1995 and was attached to the
Inventory Control Department. He represented Singer 'A' Team at
M.C.A. tournaments with distinction giving many a good performance -
behind as well as in front of the stumps.

He entered the Umpires fraternity in 2004, and distinguished himself by
being promoted to the highest level, and so far, has officiated in one
Test Match and five O.D.l.s. In 2010 he was chosen to represent Sri Lanka at the Umpires' Reciprocal Programme of
I.C.C. between South Africa and Sri Lanka and officiated in a couple of First Class games in South Africa.

Prageeth learnt his basics in cricket under Nelson Mendis at Ratmalana School of Cricket in 1986, and later represented
Nalanda College 1st XI during 1992-1995. He was also the Vice Captain of the College Team to Mahela Jayawardena in
1995.

Prageeth, a Graduate of University of Colombo, presently serves Union Bank of Colombo PLC as an Executive.

We wish Prageeth All the Bestin his future endeavors

1. A SHORT ONE
Passenger in 1st Class, to a sexy gorgeous Air Hostess : What is your name ?
Hostess : Angela Benz, Sir!
Passenger : Lovely name, Any relation with Mercedes Benz ?
Hostess : “Yes Sir, Same price.”

2. THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Peace comes not from the absence of conflict! But from the ability to deal with it........
3. TIME IS LIKE A RIVER You cannot touch the water twice, because the flow that has
passed will never pass again. ENJOY LIFE NOW — IT HAS AN EXPIRY DATE !
4, ART OF LIVING

o Husband comes home from ART OF LIVING session. He greets his wife and lifts her
and carries around the house with a smile.

o Wife is so surprised and asked “did Guruji preach something about being romantic today?
o Husband said “no Guruiji told us that “We must carry our burden & sorrows with a smile” !

Sent by Rohan Goonetilleke
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"I'M FINE, THANK YOU'
(An Old Man's Glory — An Extract)

1. There is nothing the matter with me

I'm as healthy as | can be.

| have arthritis in both my knees,

And when | talk, | talk with a wheeze.

My pulse is weak, and my blood is thin,
But I'm awfully well — for the shape | am in.

2. Arch-supports | have for my feet,

Or | wouldn't be able to be on the street.
Sleep is denied me, night after night,

My memory is failing, my head's in a spin,

But I'm wonderfully well — for the shape I'm in.

3. The moral is this — as my tale | unfold

That for you and for me, who are growing old.
It's better to say “I'm Fine” with a grin

Than to let people know the shape We are in !!

4. How do | know that my youth is all spent?
Well my “Get up and Go" has Got Up and Went
But | really don't mind, when | think with a grin
Of all the grand places, my “Get Up” has bin.

5. Old Age is golden, I've heard it said

But sometimes | wonder as | get into bed,
With my ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup
My eyes on the table until | get up,

Ere sleep overtakes me, | say to myself

Is there anything else | could lay on the shelf ?

6. When | was young my slippers were red

| could kick my heels right over my head

When | was older my slippers were blue,

But still | could dance the whole night through !

7. Now I'm old and my slippers are black,
| walk to the store and | puff my way back

| get up each morning and dust my wits,
And pick up the paper and read the 'Obits’
If my name isn't there, | know I'm not dead,

So | have a good breakfast and go back to bed !!

Sent by Vijitha Jayawardena

NEW MEMBER

Mem.No. Name

211

) One new member has joined the Association

Mr. V.G.K. Vidyaratne- Life Member

-

We hope to release the Next Newsletter in January
2015. Please therefore send in your contributions for
publication to the following address before 20th
December2014.

G.C. Wasalathanthri,
BA, 6th Lane, Pagoda Road,
NUGEGODA.

~

E-mail: gwasalathanthri@gmail.com
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SMILE'!

When | was at Singer | used to smile with everybody, irrespective of all differences, with a genuine heart.

Smile can dowonders. Agenuine smile atthe correcttime can make a vast difference in the life of a person,
perhaps a smile can save a life.

You all may remember the glittering smile of our beloved 'Mala. When she was at Singer, our reception was
full of smiles, love and compassion. She managed to give a good firstimpression of the company to any
customer who entered Singer, with her lovely smile.

Mala's smile was an amazing welcome to any customer at our reception.

She smiled —always smiled amidst the ups and downs life brought her. So, why can'twe ?7?
Smile — Smile and Smile — it doesn't cost you anything.

Sentby : Renuka Gunasekara

STEPHEN COVEY'S SEVEN HABITS OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PEOPLE

Habit 1. Be proactive
This is the ability to control one's environment rather than have it control you, as is so often the case. Selfdetermina-
tion, choice and the power to decide response to stimulus, conditions and circumstances.

Habit 2. Begin with the end in mind
Covey calls this the habit of personal leadership — leading oneself hat is, towards what you consider your aims. By

developing the habit of concentrating on rel4evant activities you will build a platform to avoid distractions and become more
productive and successful.

Habit 3. — Put first things first
Covey calls this the habit of personal management. This is about organizing and implementing activities in line with the

aims established in habit2. Covey says thathabit 2 is the first, or mental creation; habit 3 is the second, or physical creation.
(see section on time management).

Habit4. Think win-win

Covey calls this the habit of interpersonal leadership, necessary because achievements are largely dependent on co-
operative efforts with others. He says that win-win is based on the assumption tat there is plenty for every one, and that
success follows a co-operative approach more naturally than the confrontation of win-or-lose.

Habit 5. Seek first to understand and then to be understood

One ofthe great maxims of the great age. This is Covey's habit of communication, and it's extremely powerful. Covey helps
to explain this in his simple analogy 'diagnose before you prescribe’. Simple and effective, and essential for developing
and maintaining positive relationships in all aspects of life. (See the associated sections on 'Empathy, Transactional
Analysis', and the Johari Window).

Habit 6. Synergize
Covey says this is the habit of creative co-operation — the principle that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts, which
implicitly lays down the challenge to see the good and potential in the other person's contribution.

Habit 7. Sharpen the saw
This is the habit of self renewal, says Covey, and it necessarily surrounds all the other habits, enabling and encouraging

them to happen and grow. Covey interprets the self into four parts: the spiritual, mental, physical and the social/emotional,
which all need feeding and developing.

Stephen Covey's Seven Habits are a simple set of rules for life — inter-related and synergistic and yet each one power and
worthy of adopting and following in its own right. For many people, reading Covey's work, or listening to him speak (nowin
recordings, videos etc.), literally changes their lives. Covey's thinking is powerful stuffindeed and highly recommended.

G.C. Wasalathanthri

BIRTHDAYS

We take this opportunity to wish ‘Happy Birthday’ to our friends who are celebrating their birthdays in the months
of November and December. We request members who have not given us their birthdays (day & month), to send

same to us for our records. i
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NOVEMBER Eez® DECEMBER
Ranjith Liyanage 1st W.L.D.S. Wijetunge 16th W.M. Kumarasinghe  1st Gunasekera Banda 14th
Ajith Aponso 4th Jude M. Joseph 18th Shiroma Peiris 2nd Mano Chandraratne 17th
Indika Gunawardena 6th D. Wijendra 19th J. Sadique 3rd Sunethra Vidanage 18th
Jayantha Samarakoon  9th Tilak Galabada 22nd Chandrika Mendis 3rd Kaushalya Murugadasan 24th
Anton Nelson 10th M.H.M. Nuhmaan  30th Nadira Udugama 6th W.A. Perera 27th
Rohan Goonetilleke 11th Ranjith Udugoda  30th K. Sivasubramaniam  9th George Anthony 28th
Muditha Wijekulatilake 10th  D. Aron Silva 29th |
n\ Romesh de Silva 11th  Asiri Priyanga 31st -



