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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

Dear Members,

It was just seven days after the Sinhalese and Tamils celebrated the New Year, visiting temples and
Kovils to perform their respective religious rituals that the Christian and Catholic devotes flocked to
their respective churches to attend the Easter Sunday morning prayers that explosions occurred at the
three respected churches and three five start hotels in Colombo City, resulting in the death of over 300
persons and causing injuries to over 500 persons.

In view of this tragedy, as a mark of respect to those who perished, we cancelled the monthly Executive
Committee meeting scheduled to be held on 23rd April and also the Musical Evening
‘Sing-a-Long’scheduled to be held on 27th April.Furthermore, due to the security conditions which
prevailed in May, we were reluctantly compelled to cancel the Executive Committee Meeting and also
the CricketMatch and Get-together scheduled to be held on 26th May at the Moors Cricket Grounds.

The next event planned for the current year is the Cricket Match Get-together is planned for Sunday, 21st
July 2019. Details will be notified in due course.

Let us hope that the country returns to normal and peace prevails to enable all Sri Lankans
to engage themselves in their day to day activities without fear or anxiety

ATRIBUTE TO THE LATE HARRY JAYASINGHE - FORMER MARKETING MANAGER

At a time when Singer Sewing Machine Company was struggling for existence in Sri Lanka, due to
import restrictions imposed by the then Government, the Regnis Sewing Machine was introduced to the
market at the 1976 Marketing Convention. The man who launched and introduced the machine Mr.
Harry Jayasinghe, the former Marketing Manager is no more. He passed away on April 21st in Califor-
nia, USA. The funeral took place a few days later.

Those past employees of Singer who associated with him will no doubt remember the professional
manner in which he conducted this memorable event. They will certainly be saddened by his demise.

May his Sole Rest in Peace.

Wasalathanthri
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Mrs. Savithri De Silva was working as a Confidential Secretary for the Managing Director, Mr. HemaAmarasur-
iva at the time. If anyone of you happens to meet Mr. & Ms. SavithriVasantha De Silva or Mr. Dickman, please
extend my throughts to them. I am in touch with Mr. LalDevarajah in Canada. The Google.com helped me to
have the views of Mr. & Mrs. SavithriVasantha De Silva to remember and recollect.

Elmo B. Joseph

A BENEVOLENT WISH

On evaluating the recent heart-rending events created by sudden explosions in the several churches and hotels
on a respected religious day, it was unbelievable to note the deterioration in human qualities in our motherland.

The world rejoices at the advancement of technology not realizing the decreasing humanity on the other hand.
How could people embrace morbidity, when almost ail the prevailing religions preach them t¢ be kind aud
loving towards fellow human beings?

This is really an eye-opener to foster goodwill and kindness among the next generation. Therefore, elders and
authorities concerned should take steps to inculcate soft-hearted qualities from early childhood in order to eradi-
cate gruesome activities in the future. Dhamma schools can play a big role in this respect.

In my opinion, it is not advisable to expose kids in their formative years to watch meaningless harsh cartoons
promoting bad heroism. Natural calamities can occur in any country, whether developed or not and people are
doomed to bear such. Yet, man-made destruction can be avoided with proper measures.

Let us fervently hope that peace and harmony will be restored soon.

Pushpa Fonseka
AN ENCOUNTER WITH J.V.P. TERRORISTS - DEAD AND ALIVE

The recent terrorist attack on Easter Sunday prompted me to write this article on JVP insurrections way back in
1972(if T can remember correct). 1 was the District Manager, Kegalle District based in Kegalle itself. After a
decade of inactivity, the JVP was now waging a brutal campaign to overthrow the Sri Lanka Government. The
Sri Lanka Government retaliated to crush the JVP insurrection even with a more brutal campaign using all the

armed resources available.

In Kandy, it was a war between the JVP and Government forces and these terrorist activities were not confined
only to Kandy and its suburbs. It gradually spread to neighbouring cities such as Kegalle, Matale and Kurunega-
la. With the curfew being temporarily lifted, it was a normal working day and hence [ decided to check whether
Warakapola Shop was opened for business and whether the shop manager the late Mr. Alavi was present. Mr.
Alavi was in the habit of spending more time with his family in Negombo than at Warakapola leaving the shop
in the hands of his assistant Tudor Perera.That particular morning, [ had proceeded only a few miles, when [ saw
a convoy of Army vehicles was proceeding in the opposite direction towards Kegalle. The canvas covering of
the roof of one of the trucks following an Army Jeep had been completely removed and the rear of the truck was
quite visible A closer look inside the truck revealed a gruesome sight. There were about seven to eight bodies
of young men lying on the floor board of the truck tied together. They were between eighteen and twenty five
years old. Around each man’s neck was partly burnt car tyre. There was evidence that the men had been tortured
before they were killed. In addition, there were five or six terrorists, legs tied together and hanging from a cross
bar in the truck, awaiting the usual punishment and death.
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erstwhile friend KalyanaBoteju who underwent the same suffocation sought Wintogeno relief. In addi-
tion to captaining the Singer Sports Club team, Boteju studied the laws of the game out-and-out ending
up a professional cricket umpire. Balasinghe faced a major calamitous accident when the router machine
blade separated his little finger and the fleshy part, from the rest of his palm. Bleeding profusely, he

switched off the machine before resting his swirling head on the machine.
* Denotes not living. (TO BE CONTINUED IN NEXT NEWSLETTER)

NEW MEMBERS

Four new members have joined the Association as follows:

Mr. ChannaPathirana - Member No. 256
Mr. M.A.T. Kehelhena - Member No.257
Ms. KeerthiWijekulasuriya— ° Mémber No.258
Mr. Elmo Joseph _ Member No.259

BIRTHDAYS

Following members will be celebrating their birthdays inJune and July and August.
We wish them ‘Happy Birthday’ and a bright future. Trust we have not missed anyone.

June July August
Salinda Samarakoon Ist| Asita Abeysekera Ist | Khalid M Farouk Ist
Hugh Samarasinghe 3rd | Vipula Fernando 2nd | D.J. Nandasiri Ist
Zubair Hassen 4th | M.A.D. Jinadasa 6th | Upul Rajapakse 4th
P.H. Bandusena 8th | Mahendra Amarasekera 9th| Ananda Dissaayake 9th
[rene Indraratne 10th | M.H.M. Ghouse 11th | Ruan Abeyratne 11th
Sandya Ambalangod  12th [ Mala Gunaratne 11th | Varuni Sagarika I1th
Irangani Dhanapala 14th | Renuka Gunasekera 11th | P. Manawadu 12th
Wincent Dabara 18th | Nasser Majeed 12th | Vimercia Fernando 13th
Janaka Kaluhendiwela 19th | Chitral Perera 14th | Gwemdaom Davod 13th
A.J. Pigera 19th | Jackie Gunasekera [7th | Prakash Murali 17th
Priyath Salgado 25th | Gemunu Mendis 19th | Suren De S Wijeratne . 21st
Alfred de Silva 25th | Himani Rajasuriya 20th | G.P. Katugampola / 23rd
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