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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2015 FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Patron K ) With the dawn of a New Year as well as a new era, let
Mr. Hemaka Amarasuriya me first and foremost on behalf of the President and
President the Executive Committee, wish you and the members
Bertie Fernando of your family 'A Very Happy & Prosperous New Year !
Tel: 2715733
Mob: 0724526229 As you are probably aware, | am now temporarily
Vice Presidents disabled having undergone surgery for a leg injury
Nelson Mendis and hence | am reluctantly compelled to restrict the
Tel: 2716209 editor's comments just for a few lines. Hopefully, with
Mob: 0777271375 the next issue which has been planned for April 2015, |
Mr. Kalyana Dhirasekera should be able to comment extensively on our
Tel: 2901673 performance during the year 2014. In the meantime, |
Mob: 0714771793 earnestly request members to continuously send in
articles fcr publication.
secretary
Mr. Anton Silva G. C. WASALATHANTHRI
Tel: 2645086
Mob: 0712755667
Asst. Secretary ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Ms. Vijitha Jayawardena
Mob: 0711643063 The last Annual General Meeting was held at Sea View
0758005299 Hotel, Colpetty on Sunday 14th December 2014. 58
Treasiirer members were present at the meeting including a
Mr. A. M. M. Nissar former Director. The distinguished invitees who
Tel: 2530680 graced the occasion were our Patron - Mr. Hemaka
Mob: 0714222325 Amarasuriya,Mr. Asoka Peiris — Group Chief Executive

Officer, Mr. Mahesh Wijewardena - Director
Commercial & Marketing Mr. Kumar Samarasinghe —
Director, Sales, Mr. Premalal de Silva — Director
Operations

Asst. Treasurer
Mr. Janaka Kaluhendiwela
Tel: 5747507
Mob: 0777285759

Prior to the commencement of the meeting,

Somimtics President announced the death of Mr. W.A. Perera —
' Mr. John Emmanuel ex Veyangoda Branch Manager that morning. He had
Tel: 2820306 beeninfact, planning to be present at the AGM. He
Mob: 0777330577 used to be present at almost all our events. The other
* Mr. Ganjl_'g;_' Vzvggzléﬂiga”th” member was Mrs. Ruth de Silva former Educational

Supervisor who passed away a few months ago after

Mob: 0713325035 ailing for some time. Two minutes' silence was

e Mr. Ananda Epa

Tel: 2865351 observed in memory of the two departed members.
Mob: 0774166676 We trust they will find happiness in their own worlds !

+  Mr. Winston Dabara et s ey
Tel: 2233957 rr "
Mob: 0770295765 NEW MEMBERS

*  Mr. Lashantha Perera __\
-l[flkb?g%aggﬂﬂ We warmly welcome two new members who have |

e Mr M.Z.?-Iéssen joined the Association at the last AGM.
Tel: 2534836 oo

Mob: 0777749636

«  Ms. Kaushalya Murugadasan
Tel: 2363205
Mob: 0773028389

*  Ms. Sunethra Vidanage .
Tel: 2799077 Theyans &
Mob: 0717727951 Mem. No. 212 - Mr. M. Yasarathna Peiris

L Mem. No. 213 - Mr. D.D.V. Pathirana
Hony. Auditor : Mr. Priyath Salgado B ————— ]
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................. AND THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN

Employee Training was an integral component of the
Personnel Department's functions and Group Personnel
Manager Gamini de Silva led the role in conducting very
many training programmes for the different strata of both
SIC and SSL employees at carefully selected venues. Being
in the Personnel Department, | too was involved in most
aspects in ensuring the success of such programmes.

At one program held for SIC employees, A.N. Majeed, then
Assistant Accountant at SIC was invited to make his
presentation to the thirty odd participants. This was just a
few months after he had joined the Company.

Majeed began confidently, but a few minutes later, |
noticed a dramatic change in that his eyes had widened,
voice became unsteady and worse, his fingers were
trembling. | immediately realized that he was extremely
nervous and 'in the firm grip of stage-fright'. It was time
that | acted fast. “Do you have any contingency plan?” |
asked aloud to draw Majeed's attention towards me. There
was no relevance between a contingency plan and the
accounting structure he was trying to put across, but the
guestion was designhed to divert his mind from the un-
nerved situation at that moment.

"What contingency plan” he asked enquiringly and went
on, "There is no need for a contingency plan in this system”
The brief interruption was enough for the desired
psychology to work. He became relaxed and went on to
make an excellent presentation,,

A different week-end residential programme for SSL
Managers was held at the Dolphin Hotel in Waikkal. GPM
and | were present early to ensure that everything was in
order. Of the participants, first to come were Anton
Abeyesekera and Ruth de Silva. Others followed in their
fours and fives. After registration, the more enthusiastic
were seen in the swimming pool. Dolphin Hotel's
reception hall was very unique with its four walls of gigantic
clear glass sheets spreading from floor to ceiling. Fron’
inside the hall, one had a clear view of everything
happening on the entire ground floor and never felt being
in a glass enclosure. The highly polished glass walls in the
dimmed lighting, were virtually non-existent. It was here
that at sundown, cocktails were served with Chairman L.
Namasivayam also being present.

| was photographing the event and went out for a short
break. On my return, GPM told me that the Chairman just
left, before which he enquired for me. Hoping to see him
before he left the premises, | made a hurried exit almost
running out of the hall. The next instant | knocked against
the 'ghost wall’, my forehead banging against the glass
very hard, and fell on my knees. The impact was so much
that the glass wall, massive as it was, smashed, and chunks
began to fall rapidly crashing into smithereens as they hit
the floor. | dared not move from my position as glass was
falling all around me and continued so, for a full four
minutes. | stood up when the clatter stopped and saw
there was no front wall other than a large piece of glass that
remained like the sword of Damocles.



Too stunned to move earlier, the others then converged on me and | had just a small cut on my palm to show them. DM
Werapitiya provided me 'first aid' by thrusting a glass full of brandy into my hands.

Incidentally, this had been the third accident of the nature, the first, when a night patrol security guard went through the
glass and next, with a doctor couple's little son crashing through and ending with nine stitches on his hand. When the SSL
party was vociferous, the hotel management apologized, admitting that some stickers at least, should have been stuck on
the glass.

2. LAWTON GETS HIGHEST AUSTRALIAN AWARD

One time SIC Engineer Charles J. Lawton was honoured with Australia's highest Civilian Award by P.M. Tony Abbot last April,
for his services to the community. Lawton who was a Lieutenant in the Navy, had two stints at SIC when Paul C. Lewis was
Chairman before migrating to Australia and is the first Sri Lankan recipient of the honour.

'Charlie’' was always attired in RCyN Officer style white short-sleeved shirt, shorts and stockings. He gained reputation as 'a
real gentleman' occasionally entertaining employees at the Ratmalana Airport Club. When we once visited Trincomalee he
escorted us around the Naval harbour and to Foul Point from where wild elephants swim to the nearby island with only their
trunks above water. Lawton even gifted a new building for homeless ex-Servicemen cared for in Katana by Sri Lanka Ex-
Servicemen's Association. An incident involving this officer and Gentleman is worth being re-told.

SIC organized a musical show in its premises in which leading artistes including Victor Ratnayake, Sanath Nandasiri, Milton
Perera, Lata Walpola, Sujatha Attanayake were all featured. The crowd that converged outside the gates to watch the show
was so massive that the two-carriageway Galle Road became a single roadway for traffic.

While the show was in progress, Lawton went up to his room and saw baila maestro M.S. Fernando with legs stretched atop
the table and, an arm around a female artiste. Stirred furious, Lawton shouted at M.S., grabbed him and kicked him out of
the room. M.S. crashed against a desk before which he knocked against me.

A few minutes later, MS was invited onto the stage. Still smarting over the incident he shouted into the mike that he was
brutally kicked by whom he termed 'Singer ballo'. The employees were naturally agitated and workman Gamini Gunaratne
loudly demanded from front of the stage that MS gets off. In defiance MS retorted that he was scheduled to sing three
songs but now would sing nine and occupy the stage longer, which he did. At the end however, both the Singer and SINGER
buried the hatchet in good spirit.

3. WHOSE PAIR OF LEGS ?

Department Manager Thanikasalam summoned Charge Hand W.L.D.S. Wijetunge and pointing to a pair of feet protrud-
ng from under a workbench in the Wood Work Finish Department, ordered him to tell the ownerto pull themiin.

Thanikasalam had been explained that workman Kariyawasam had worked the whole of the previous night, and just crept
under the bench to catch some sleep. Thani understood well. This was in 1978 with the introduction of the open economy
policy which revived SIC production that was crippled, forcing the Company to implement a Voluntary Retirement Scheme,
and also run onits financial reserves.

4. WORLD'S END NOT FOR THE HARE-BRAINED

| watched in awe as Kalyana Dhirasekera poured the yellow contents in the bottle down his throat, the liquid not touching his
lips. Afew feet away, S.R. Fernando perhaps inspired by Dheere, performed the same feat. While most of us shivered in the
bitter cold 3,600 feet above sea level, the duo adopted the measure to keep warm.

It was February 1971 and we were at World's End, the coldest and windiest location in Sri Lanka, as part of our annual
excursion. World's End then, was totally isolated from the everyday world with no soul in sight for miles. (On one visit, Tony
Ferdinand, P.D. Karunaratne, Ramanayake, Maithripala and myself were lost for four hours — having taken a wrong turn and
meeting nobody to ask for directions). Having trekked the 9 km path up from Ohiya, a few minutes earlier, we peeped down
the sheer precipice to have a view of the Balangoda town, but all we could see was a sea of clouds rushing up to meet us. The
wind at the summit was so violent that we found it difficult in that ferocious atmosphere to keep standing. A strong gust not
only blew away my cap but also nearly carried Alexander down the slope.

February in Horton Plains is challenging and is for the brave and adventurous. It certainly is for the fast and furious hard
liners and not for the hare-brained. As usual the skies remained gloomy and howling winds brought unending floating
clouds which engulfed everything. Those just four feet away simply disappeared from sight in the misty fog. The tiny
particles of ice in our hands were proof of what the clouds were made of, and added to this, everybody developed running
noses.



Located on the highest plateau of the country, Horton Plains consisted of ecosystems such as montane evergreen forests
and grasslands. The flora was bewitching with curtains of feathery fronds and moss nurtured over the years by the constant
damp, draping from branches of trees. Of the fauna, the monkeys on the eucalyptus and pine trees as well as the stag on the
plains had extremely long fur coats. | crawled up a hillock to get a closer view of the feeding stag and after they sped away,
couldn't resist the temptation to roll down the lush green grassy slopes like a sack of potatoes. The mudalali at the tea kiosk
at Ohiya mentioned that his ferocious locking dog was a cross wolf |

The way down was comparatively easy but we had to halt several times until the misty clouds which enveloped us moved
away and the road became visible. At times we ran just to escape the path of the clouds, and turned to watch them
beautifully sail past like enormous puffs of cotton. At the foot of the mountain, breathing was easy. | in particular, felt the
lack of oxygen at the summit. At lower elevation now SR suddenly fell to the ground like a log, without warning. The effect
of the alcoholic haze which was restrained due to the cold began to tell. He passed out for a good one hour.

Sent by T V. Pereira
A FACT TO PONDER

As we grow old we should think that we are not ageing but ripening to perfection, according to somebody's view. Actually
nooneis perfect. Even the worst character may have one good qualitywith himorher. On  the other hand, a well
respected person may have certain unworthy qualities.

An ugly person can be beautiful inside, and a beauty can be ugly inside. Judging a person at a glance is not possible as
human beings are not transparent. Asthe great poet Alagiyawanna Mukaweti highlights in his “Subhashithaya”
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This realization helps you to understand the human nature and to accept people as they are and minimize hatred.
This is the gateway to become benevolent and to forgive and forget unpleasantincidentsin life and also to be careful
not to antagonize anybody.

This attitude will pave the way to peace of mind.

Sent by Pushpa Fonseka 'Eﬁ%

THE SPEED

Forty Five kilometers per hour - 'God will take care of you' Over 85 kilometers per hour - 'This World is not my Home'
Over 55 kilometers per hour - 'Guide Me Oh Thou Great Jehova' | Over 95 kilometers per hour - 'Lord I'm coming Home'
Over 65 kilometers per hour - 'Nearer My God to Thee' Over 100 kilometers per hour - 'Safe in the Arms of Jesus’

Over 75 kilometers per hour - 'Nearer, still Nearer'

Proverbs to Ponder

1. Awiseman thinksall that he says, A fool says all that he thinks - (English Proverb)
2. Great thoughts come from the heart - (FrenchProverb)

3. Whengold speaks e very tongue is silent - (ItalianProverb)

4. Whenluck enters, give him aseat - (JewishProverb)

5. Daggers and spears are not as sharp as tongues - (MalayanProverb)

6. Aman's conversationisthe mirror of his heart - (English Proverb)

7. Lifeisthebiggest bargain. Wegetit fornothing -  (YiddishProverb)

8. IfIkeepagreenboughinmy heart the singingbirdswill come - (Chinese Proverb)

9. Abridge of one pole is very hard to cross - (English Proverb)

10. Aman runs over another's field. Over his own he treads skowly. - (Malayan Proverb)
Compiled by Romauld Fernando
SUB-COMMITTEES

President appointed the following Executive Committee members to serve in the Sub-Committes in order
to plan and implement various activities of the Association in the current year

Social & Entertainment - Nelson Mendis, John Emmanuel, Kalyana Dhirasekera, Kaushalya Murugadasan, Lashantha
Perera and Anton Silva

Scholarship Fund - Ananda Epa, Zubair Hassen and Sunethra Vidanage

Welfare of Members - Winston Dabara, Vijitha Jayawardena and Ananda Epa

News Letter - Gamini Wasalathanthri and Vijitha Jayawardena

Membership Drive - Sunethra Vidanage, Lashantha Perera and Janaka Kaluhendiwela

(President, Secretary and Treasurer would assist all sub-committees as ex-officio members)



BIRTHDAYS

We wish 'Happy Birthday to the following members who are celebrating their birthdays in February and March.

February March
Lashantha Perera 3rd Pushpa Fonseka 1st
Vasantha Wijemanne  3rd Susima Ponnamperuma 3rd
Ramanide Fonseka 3rd Ranjit David 10th
Gamani Abeysuriya 4th Janaka Kumarasinghe 13th
W.L. Maithripala 4th Bertie Fernando 16th
Ruwan Kasturiarachchi  5th D.D.V. Pathirana 16th
L.A. Jayawardena 7th KamalanganiPerera 23rd
Romauld Fernando 7th Sriyani Weerasinghe 23rd
Marie Martyn 10th G. Dewruwan 24th
H.M.K.Bandara 11th Swarna Prematilleke 28th
Sakuntala Armstrong  11th Delricus Peiris 29th
Judith Vannitamby 14th ‘ ‘
T.V. Pereira 14th If you have notgiven usyour birthday (date & month)
Nanda llleperuma 21st please inform us ASAP in order to update our records.
Chrysanthade Alwis ~ 25th Thankyou.
Subadra Alutwatte 27th
Yasarathna Peiris 27th
FRIENDS - RELATIONS
PEOPLE - PEOPLE
PEOPLE are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centred. Be KIND anyway
If you are kind, PEOPLE may accuse you of selfish motives Be KIND anyway
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some
true enemies SUCCEED anyway
If you are honest and frank, PEOPLE my cheat you. Be HONEST & FRANK anyway
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight. BUILD anyway
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous. Be HAPPY anyway
The good you do today, PEOPLE will often forget tomorrow Do GOOD anyway
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough. GIVE the world the best you've got
anyway
You see in the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them
Anyway
(Mother Theresa)

Dhoni Speeds Past Bolt, Alonso In Forbes List - (An extract)

Indian cricket team captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni has been ranked 16th in the latest Forbes lift of highest-paid athletes
with an earning of $31.5 million (around Rs.180 crore), placing him above the likes of Rafael Nadal and Usain Bolt. As perthe
latest Forbes list of highest-paid athletes in the world, the 31 year-old captain of the Indian cricket team earned $31.5 million
between June 2012 and June 2013.

The list places Dhoni above F1 racer Fernando Alonso, who is ranked 19th, Lewis Hamilton at 26th place, Novak Djokovic at
28th place, Rafael Nadal at 30th spot and Usain Bolt at 40th rank. - The calculation is based upon the earnings estimates
which include salaries, bonuses and prizre money from both club and national teams, as well as endorsement income.

Dhoni has moved up 15 positions in this year's list. He held the 31st rank last year. Sachin Tendulkar is the only other Indian
sportsman who features in the list with a ranik of 31st and total annual earning of $22 million (Rs.125 crore).

The list is topped by golfer Tiger Woods, who made $78.1 million last year followed by tennis player Roger Federer who
earned $71.5 million and basketball player Kobe Bryant whiose earnings stood at $61.9 million. According to Forbes,
Russian tennis player Maria Sharapova topped the list of highest-paid female athletes for the ninth straight year by earning
$29 million between June 2012 and June 2013. American Serena Williams was second on the list with earnings of $20.5
million, followed by Chinese tennis player Li Na on $18.2 million and Belarisian Victoria Azarenka on $15.7 million.

Sent by Romauld Fernando



OBITUARIES
We regret to announce the death of our member W.A. PERERA (SONNY) who passed
away on 13th December 2014. He had been one of our ardent members who was present at
most of our events since the inception of our Association. We wish him ETERNAL BLISS

SING-A-LONG WITH SINGER YOUNG AND OLD

The much looked forward to event of the Association — the Annual 'Sing-a-Long’ Get-together was held in the middle
of the pen-ultimate month of the year at the Lions Secretariat Hall, Colombo. Members from far and wide — Young and
Old were there with their families and friends on this evening, undisturbed unlike on the previous occasion when rain
dampened the atmosphere.

The lively band supported by a talented lady singer and two male singers set the crowd going with many an old
favourite — both English and Sinhala songs with the crowd joining lustily, including 'Golden Oldies', 'Not-so-Young'
and 'Young Oldies', their spouses and young kids

The correct décor, music, food, drinks and 'COOL' participants around the event was a grand success, and those who
_ missed it should think of making it a MUST ATTEND event in future.

It was great to see our honoured Chief Guest Mr. Hemaka Amarasuriya and Mrs. Anoma Amarasuriya taking the dance
floor with others and enjoying the evening which thrilled the audience more. Another attraction was the little grand
son of our president Mr, Bertie Fernando taking the floor to thrill the audience with his break dancing and baila.

All'in all it was an excellent evening which brought together the past employees of Singer, our members and their
families and friends once again.
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NEXT NEWS LETTER ). Mr. 6.C. Wasalathanthri,

th
We expect to release the next Newsletter in April 2015. 64, 6" Lane, Pagoda Road
Therefore please forward your contributions to reach us by NUGEGODA
20th March 2015 addressed to:

G.C. Wasalathanthri
6A, 6th Lane,
Pagoda Road,
Nugegoda.

E-mail: gwasalathanthri@gmail.com



