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FROM THEEDITOR'S DESK

SINGER PURCHASED BY HAYLEYS
Most of you, if not all, may now be aware that Hayleys nad recently acquired 61.73 percent of Singer shares. from
its main shareholder Retail Holdings(Sri Lanka)BV for Rs. 10.9 billion. According to the News items appearing in
the local Newspapers, they intend purchasing the balance 38.27 percent in the near future.
With this acquisition, Singer becomes Hayley's largest subsidiary. This development is most heart breaking for
former Singer employees who had served Singer with dedication and loyalty for a number of years.
The other matter on which | wanted to pen a few words is the Newsletter. Despite my request to members to send
articles for publication in the October issue by 20th September, only one member Janaka Kumarasinghe took
the trouble to send an article. The rest of the articles published in this issue are those which we purposely kept
back tofill inthe four or six pages in the current issue.
With this attitude of members, | do not think any useful purpose will be served in continuing to
publish a Newsletter. A decision will be taken at the next Executive Committee Meeting due to be held on 28th
October, 2017.

Sriyani Weerasinghe continues to shine

Sriyani Weerasingha, an outstanding past
Employee of Singer Sri Lanka had captured
three gold medals at the ASTAN MASTERS
ATHLETICS CHAMPION-SHIPS held in
Rugao China on 24 - 28 September 2017....

FORTHCOMING EVENTS - YEAR 2017

Sing-a-Long Musical Evening - Saturday November 18th at Lions Secretariat, Wijerama
Mawatha, Colombo 7.
Annual General Meeting - Sunday 17th December 2017 at Hotel Janaki, Havelock Town




Mr Hari...Ceylon Fisheries Corporation

Mr. Hari ....was the President of the Workers' Union at Ceylon Fisheries Corporation. The Shop Manager at Bambalapitiya
the late Mr. Azeem had created a Group Sale of well over 300 sales at this establishment. After the minimum first payment
Mr. Hari...refused to pay instalments, and when the shop manager visited him he had rudely informed him not to expectany
payments from him. This the same reply | received from him when | visited Mr. Hari.. | was furious and also knew the
consequences, as other employees would do the same. With the revert king Mr. Neville Daniel we met Neville's friend OIC
Dissanatyake who wanted the address of Mr. Hari... The next morning when we went to the Police Station we saw Mr. Hari...
in a cell. Heinformed us that he had sold the machine toi a Buddhst Monk in Galle. We proceeded to Galle with Mr. Hari...
and two police constables. The Buddhist Monk immediately paid the balance money as he did not want any publicity in that
area. Singer (Sri Lanka) did not have any problems with the balance hire purchase accounts.

Mr. Aha - Kalmunai

Mr. Aha was the Deputy Principal of a leading school in Kalmunai. He had purchased a machine on hire purchase from
Kaimunai Shop, and the account was delinquent for a long time. Several Singer Managers had tried to revert the machine
but were not successful. The late Mr. Ebert, the late MrMohamed- Audit Manager Mr.K.S.Jayendran — District Manager. |
decided to revert the machine and | was told that Mr. Aha was a powerful and arrogant personality. | went to his residenc
during school hours as | knew he would be teaching in school. |informed his wife that her husband wanted us to take the
machine away. The mmachine was reverted, and around 2 o'clock in the afternoon there were 6 to 8 people including

Mr. Aha... wanting to meet me. Knowing very well that the Police Station was next door, | gathered Dutch courage and
stepped in front of our shop. Mr. Aha shouted at me and abused me in filth and wanted the machine back. | politely told
him to pay the full amount. Mr. Aha was furious and informed me that he would damage my car before the day was over. |
was at Kalmunai Shop till 5.00 pm and proceeded to Batticaloa without any problem.

Sent by Ranjit David

Bomd e20@8 Boabed 50

CETD 605 o BI®R0 @& Sinic AE® B0 Sy 685 Bundy atlomieed
eeted® OB efmun o gt Bedn O Borbed BOnx aEE) 60 eLeaasS OF 58
£E00» gomad @ D¢ @ Bomd ©38® D3Enond et DERINDOedny RO &8 efmmEl 8¢
500 oS R0 On Bomd IR0 66350 emCrTed Brodnide OB 80 80 craen0
@Res OB efmai Bovd 2ES O ©E 6fernal RO

@8 BBEEH0 o 8GMOS Scdn @ ®0 8 cws D8ORS a3 oddl 68 scHs @0
Bes e®etixs

85 Bord 9 SO PR ofepan BWwesD yloaeedt DD THEE BoDMEHDES
80D OO @R 6c® Bomd 8EIKEed ¢t Beihbens @® MBSO v 3 vwds D o
&0 69058 Boed 6850 efeurs Lodihd 90 grden g8 ¢l ecisediod Rens artic
D0 e€Eman Bomd ox® O3 Ox0 Bomd @m0 S8® RCHID 6:8LS RO 38HELEs edg
80 %0 @E B o g St 6@t 0O Hud) DodE®.
88 ¢l Brth ot B @ 0 8 COmEes uicd o) Secedn S TG 6x® GO
DA CERD DRI

S 8 e®s



3

BIRTHDAYS
Following members will be celebrating their Birthdays in November, December and January. Let us wish them
Happy Birthday and Many more years to celebrate. Trust we have not missed anyone.

November December January

Ranijith Liyanage 01* W. M. Kumarasinge 01" Anton L. Silva 2™
Ajith Aponso 04" Shiroma Peiris " KSivapragasam "
Indika Gunawardena 06" J. Sadigue 03"  K.H.Balasinghe 04"
Jayantha Samarakoon 09" Chandrika Mendis 03"  H.L.M.Nawaz 07"
Anton Nelson 10" Nadira Udugama 05"  \chandana Wijesundera 07"
Rohan Goonetillee 11 K. Sivasubramaniam 09"  Tamara Sivagurunathan 10"
W.L.D.S. Wijetunge 16" M. Wijekulathilake 10" Charith Vitharanga 1
Jude M Joseph 18" Romesh De Silva 11" Manjula Wijemanne 12%
D.Wijendra 19" Gunasekera Banda 14" Dilum Mahawatte 14"
Sahen Sonnadara 21" Manomany Chandraratne 17" Erani De Mel 18"
Tilak Galabada 22" Sunethra Vidanage 18"  Nelson Mendis 20"
M. H. f}\jﬂ N;hm?jn 307 Kaushﬁlya Murugadasan 24"  Prageeth Rambukwella ~ 227

Ranjith Udugoda 30' Samitha Perera 25 D. B Gamage 24
George Anthony 28" Sarath kariyawasam a5
D. Aron De Siiva 29" Neville Pieris 27"
Asiri Priyanga 31* Mangala Welaratne 29"
M. D.Karunaratne 30"

New Members

We warmly welcome one member has joined the Association and trust
he will participate in All the activities of the Association

Member No.238 — Mr. Somadasa Welagedara

OBITUARY

We are deeply grieved on the passing away of our member MR. K. LAWRENCE PEIRIS last week. He
had been ailing for a few years and our Committee visited him once. We wish him Eternal Bliss.
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CONSULTANT

Mansoor Ghoue during his presentation to an audience related a story which is itched in my mind
regarding 'consultant’ According to him there was a dog which was having sex with all the bitches in
the vicinity, and as a result,the entitre place was flooded with pups. The people in the area were
annoyed. They complained to the owner of the dog, who was furious. He had taken the dog to a
Veterinary Surgeon and castrated the dog. The dogs in that area were always with the castrated dog and
creating a rumpus. This was irritating the people in that area who complained again to the owner of the
castrated dog, and wanted to know as to why the castrated dog was always with the other dogs. His
answer was that the castrated dog, now that he cannot have sex, has become a consultant.

After leaving Lever Bros, the Managers of this firm became Consultants. When | was Marketing Manager
at Central Industry Ltd., R.T. Fernando and Kenneth Abeywickrema {ex Lever Bros} were Consultants. At
one stage they suggested to the Managing Director to a road show using all the vehicles of the
company, all Sales Representatives and the Sales Executives. | was against this move. | informed that this
idea does not give any mileage as the road show was only from Slave Island to Pettah, and that it is best
to have a seminar for architects, engineers and plumbers. However they went ahead with their plans
and it was a flop. They wanted the Managing Director to get rid of me. Since things were not too good |
left Central Industries and joined Millers. Lucky Chickera took over from me, and | took over him as
Marketing Manager. We too have a“con”sultant in Lasantha, and | believe that he is not the only
Consultant from Singer Fraternity.

Sent by Ranjit David



“Daddy What are these balloons for”

In 1980 the Area Managers and District Managers underwent a training program in Bandarawela for
three days. The trainers were Marketing Services Manager Mr. G.C. Wasalathanthri and the late Robin
Ebert. After the training sessions when we were about to leave Bandarawela, Lasantha Perera and the
writer inserted a few condoms in Senior Area Manager M.L.M. Rasheed's bag Next morning we saw Mr.
Rasheed barging into Marketing Director's room informing him that someone had inserted condoms in
his bag and his children had inquired from him as to what these balloons are for. He said that his wife
had not come close to him ever since the discovery of condoms in his bag. Poor Papa Rasheed !

Sent by Ranjit David

'KUMAR - THE HUGE CRICKET FAN’

When | was working at Singer Warehouse, Kotahena in 1981, Mr. Kumar Samarasinghe, Mr. Shyam
Ramanathan, Mr. Elmo Joseph, Mr. Arul Kumar, Mr. Murali Prakash, Mr. Lal Dewaraj, Mr. Ravi Loganathan,
Mr. Mr. Mahesh Ratnam, Mr. Janaka Mendis and some others were working at SLMO Chatham Street. |
was working under Mr. Wijendran's supervision, and they were working under Mrs. Chandraratna'a
supervision.Kumar was a huge Cricket fan who actually had a cricket fever. He was playing for 'Tamil
Union Cricket Club’ One day a foreign cricket team, most likely England or Australia visited Sri Lanka for
a series and they were playing a match at the SSC grounds. Kumar and Shyam had been listening to the
commentary on a small pocket radio secretly, during working hours. Mrs. Chandraratna had noted this
and asked them not to do so. Apparently those two were enjoying the commentary so much, they kept
ignoring her. As expected Mrs. Chandraratna got annoyed by this and shouted at them. That's when
they stood up and gave one day leave chit to Mrs. Mano and off they went to watch the match by
themselves instead of listening to the commentary on radio.

35 years later, today Mr. Kumar Samarasinghe (Sam) is the Marketing Director of the company and Mr.
Shyam Ramanathan is Director - Logistics. | could not have been more proud of my colleagues.

Sent by Neil Hatharasinghe

LAUGHTER IS THE MEDICINE

This incident happened inlatter part of 1985 when | was in Central Area. One day | was doing some field
checking in Medirigiriya with the approved dealer. As | recall his name was most likely to be

Mr. Jayathilake. He and | were riding my bike on a gravel road. On my right hand side was a canal used
by the locals to bathe and supply water to their cultivation. On my left hand side was a sheer end with a
number of paddy fields. Suddenly from nowhere a dog came barking on to the road. It caught me by
surprise as we ran over the dog and we slipped on the road, thrown out of the bike, as | lost control of it.
Luckily it did not cause much damage to us as we were wearing helmets, long sleeved shirts and riding
gloves. |stood up and looked over the scratches. Then Mr, Jjayathilaka started screaming "huq huq
blaukska huqg” | was terrified that he was seriously injured and asked hum “are you ok? He said a TjTjzz
blaukska huq blaukska hug” He was in so much of a hurry to move away. So we picked my bike and
rode away. After going about half a mile he asked me to stop. Then got down off the bike and started
checking for any damages calmly. | was startled by that and asked him “you could not spare a single
minute to check the damage at that time, but now you are taking your time nicely and slowly, why was
that?”"Then he said in a timid voice and with an expression which | can still rec all today. Then only |
realized that where we slipped was a famous GNT and that is why he didn't want to stay there for a
single moment. GNT = .eyeKq kdk ;ek (Ladies' bathing place)

Sent by Neil Hatharasinghe
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NEXT NEWSLETTER

Next Newsletter will be published in January 2018, sushiect to the availability of sufficient articles.
Articles for publication should reach me not later than 20th December 2017 addressed to :
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5. Mr. G.C. Wasalathanthri, & " 1g

No.6A, 6th Lane, Pagoda Road
NUGEGODA.

G.C. Wasalathanthri,

6A, 6th Lane, Pagoda Road,

NUGEGODA.

E-mail: gwasalathanthri@gmail.com
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