NEWS LETTER

October-November 2020
Issue No. 45

ASSOCIATION OF PAST EMPLOYEES OF SINGER
Singer Sri Lanka PLC 112, Havelok Road, Colombo

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
Dear Members,

With almost all the proposed activities for 2020 abandoned due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the
curfew imposed thereafter islandwide, [ was wondering what to write from the Editor's Desk except say
"MAN PROPOSES, GOD DISPOSES". If2019 was a dismal year as far as the activities of the Associa-
tion was concerned, 2020 is worse with none of the events planned from March to-date (October) could
be implemented. Only the Sing-A-Long (November) and the AGM(Dec.13th) remains open in the
Calendar of Events for 2020. What a disastrous year for the Association of Past Employees of Singer as
well as many other similar organizations.'

"No dark cloud can forever prevent the sun shining ' - Murat ildan.Likewise,all the disappointments and
setbacks we have experienced during the past two years should end soon, providing the new Committee
to be elected at the forthcoming AGM ample opportunities to organize many events of entertainment for
our members as in the past. For the moment, let us keep our fingers crossed.

Wasalathanthri

Mr. Ananda Epa

Mr. Ananda Epa, ex Branch Manager of Singer at Mawanella and Warakapola passed away on 15th
October and the last rites were conducted at the General Cemetary, Borella, Kanatte on 16th October
2020.

Mr. Epa was one of the founder members of the Association of Past Employees of Singer and was the
Assistant Secretary during the first two years of the formation of the Association and thereafter took the
responsibility of the General Secretary for the next 15 years and relinquished his duties due to ill health.
Mr. Epa was dedicated and committed and did his best in any task entrusted to him. He was a very
humble personality with good human qualities. We appreciate and value the contribution he made
towards our Association.

May his journey be short and attain the bliss of Nirvana.

EVENTS —NOV. - DEC. 2020

Sing-a-Long - November
AGM - 13th December 2020
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‘SINGER CRICKETERS STRANDED IN KUALA LUMPUR AIRPORT, MALAYSIA®

-

Left to Right;- H.Chandrawansa, D.L.Ranasinghe,Kithsiri Fernando, Priyantha Fernando, WasanthaPerera,
Bertie Fernando (Manager), K.D.C.L. Kuruppu, C.W. Rnasinghe, D. Keith Gunaratne (Capt.), Nelson Mendis
(Asst. Manager) cum Player), MahindaRatnasuriya, H.D. Chandrasiri, HemasThilakasiri (V.Capt.), Niran-
Chanaka, KeerthiWeraniyagoda (w/k) and A.C. de Alwis

The young cricket team of Singer Industries, Ratmalana, the double winners of Mercantile Cricket Association
(M.C.A.) “F” Division(1985) and “E” Division (1986), was honored by the management of Singer, led by the
sportive Chairman, Mr. HemakaAmarasuriya, and Mr. Bertie Fernando, President, Singer Sports Club, when the
team was granted a cricket tour of Malaysia and Singapore in 1987. The team left for Kuala Lumpur by air on
the lith April, 1987. The tour was very successful and eventful too. We played matches with Royal Seangor
Club and Kelab P.J. in Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh Club in Ipoh, and Royal Malaysian Navy in Lumut. We also flew
over to Singapore and played Ceylon Sports Club at the Singapore Padang. Our champion team, led by former
Nalandian Cricketer Diyunuge “Keith” Gnanaratne, won all matches on tour, displaying great team-work, and
enjoyed the warm hospitality of Malaysians and Singaporeans.

Our last engagement was in Singapore, which was reduced (o a 30 over match to enable us to catch the connect-
ing flight to Sri Lanka from Kuala Lumpur on the same evening. Having reached Kuala Lumpur Airport in high
spirits after a victorious record of five (05) wins, the players were deeply anxious to make the {light back home.
Our manager Mr. Bertie Fernando, who had to attend an ofticial Singer business conference in Singapore, after
handing over the responsibilities to yours truly (Assistant Manager), bade good-bye to all, and took a flight back
io Singapore. Next came the shock ol our lives! When we proceeded (o the ticket counier at the airport in Kuala
Lumpur, the officer at hand, after perusing our group ticket, informed me that there is no room for all of us, but
could carry only eight (08) of us in the flight to Sri Lanka. The reason he gave was that we had not duly re-con-
firmed our journey. [ insisted that our Manager did re-confirm, but he was adamant, and we were asked to wait.
Finally, the flight took off and we were physically and mentally stranded at the Airport. Next flight to Sri Lanka,
was in two (02) days’ time.

[ managed to contact the Sri Lankan Embassy, and fortunately the Second Secretary happened to be a friend
mine, Mr. Gamini Moonesinghe — Thankfully, he brought an Embassy van, and took us to the Embassy and
provided us dinner and bed for the night. The following morning I contacted Mr. Singham, the Finance Director
of Singer, Malaysia and he came to our rescue by re-arranging our stay at the hotel. 1 also contacted Mr. Bertie
Fernando, in Singapore and briefed him about our plight. He promised to come back to be with us, soon.
Everyone of us, by then had expended all our monies, except for a few dollars kept to be used at the duty free
shops in Katunayake. Some of our players had found the Buddhist temple close by and had gone there to find
solace to their worried minds and to worship. There, the High Priest, having heard about their sorry plight had
served them with sweets, fruits and soft drinks etc.
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First day at work ended with full content

One following the other like needle and thread

Later, one went down alone, may be to powder her nose
Not realising what was ahead for her to face

Men who were cleaning the pipeline down the corridor had
Not cared to close the manhole to end the task

Our friend stepped right into it by an oversight

But luckily, it had been cleaned and dry

And she was taken out without even a scratch

Although this happened 48 years back

These two have kept their friendship inwact

May be only exchanging Birthday and New Year wishes
Once in a way(3 - 4 years) when the other comes to Sri Lanka
The three of us arrange to meet for a lunch and a chat

Only the three of us out of the then Pooi, still remains alive

I think it's great that we are still together and keep in touch

[ don't like to mention names but those of who were in service
in 1972 could make your guess.

Vijitha Jayawardena
BIRTHDAYS

: fod ol

Following members will be celebrating their birthdays in October and November and December
We wish them ‘Happy Birthday’ and a bright future. Trust we have not missed anyone.

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Ms. Rajanayagam Beela 02/10 | Mr. Liyanage K.R.P. O1/11] Mr. Kumarasinghe W.M. 01/12
Mr. Yusuf M.M.M. 02/10 | Mr. Aponso H.A. 04/11{ Mr. Wasantha Ekanayake 01/12
Mr. De Chickera Lakshman 04/10 | Mr. Gunawardena Indika | 06/11{ Ms. PeirisShiroma (UK) 02/12
Mr. De Silva K.T.G.R. 06/10 | Mr. Samarakoon Jayantha | 09/11| Mr. Sadique J. 03/12
Mr. Mendislaminda 08/10 | Mr. Nelson Anton 10/11{ Ms. Chandrika Mendis 03/12
Ms. Keerthi Wijekulasuriya 14/10 | Mr. Goonetillake R.A.C. | 11/11] Ms. K.T. Manel Sugandika Kulatunge |04/12
Mr. Shyamasundar Ramanathan| 13/10 | Mr. Mr. Madawela A.AAM ) 11/11] Ms. Udugama Nadira 05/12
Mr. M. Mahesharatnam 16/10 | Ms. Ratnamalie Perera 12/11| Mr. K.K. Lasantha Sudarshana 07/12
Mr. M.B.R.A. Fernando 19/10 | Mr. Thisaru Seneviratne | 14/11) Mr. K. Sivasubramaniam (Canada)  [09/12
Mr. Abeywickrema Keerthi 22/10 | Mr. Wijetunge WLDS 16/11| Mr. Wijayakulathilake Muditha 10/12
Mr. AjithWanniarachchi 22/10 | Mr. Joseph Jude M. 18/11| Mr. De Silva Romesh 11/12
Mr. Joshua Edwin 23/10 | Mr. Wijendra D. 19/11 Mr. H.M.G.Gunasekera Banda 14/12
Mr. Fernando S.R. 24/10 | Mr. D. Fernando 20/11| Ms. Chandraratne Manonmany 17/12
Ms. Perera Damayanthi 25/10 | Mr. GalabadaTilak 22/11| Ms. Vidanage Sunethra 18/12
Ms, Gangodage Maya 27/10 | Mr. U.B. Dissanayake 23/11| Ms. Murugadasan Kaushalya 24/12
Mr. Upali Seneviratne 27/10 | Mr. Channan Pathirana | 24/11{ Mr. KodagodaNihal Jayantha 24/12
Ms. Perera Yamuna 31/10 | Mr. Nuhmaan M.H.M. 30/11

Mr. UdugodaRanjith 30/11
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The sanding operation was performed by 4ft Sins tall Heen Banda and Linton Fernando who completed
the job in half the time. Linton, whose skin was abnormally thick by regular consumption of tortoise
flesh, would spread the racing sheet on the floor and pick his horse on which the first fly settled. Need it
be mentioned that he only ended a loser the following morning?

The flimsy jobs of R.N. Fernando were mirthfully, cutting gum tape, cutting paper, checking runners,
wrapping drawers and wrapping bent covers. A nurse at the Lunawa hospital, his wife Sriyani, evidently
took authority upon herself when Fernando became a charge hand. Seeing DeemonPeiris of the Finishing
enter the hospital premises, she approached him querying if he had obtained her husband’s permission to
visit the hospital: ** Apeymahattayatakiyaladaawey?” but she had not reckoned with the ubiquitousness of
modern philanthropy.

Ruberu, Esubius and Kurera were among those who came from the Peliyagoda Singer factory. One time
postal employee, a simple reserved character, Kurera continued to wear khaki shorts like the olden-day
postman during his entire period at the factory. When workman AsokaSoysa confided in him that he
could not find a marriage partner, Kurera led him home to introduce the eldest of his three daughters
whom Soysa married shortly thereafter.

Assemblyingcabinets was a skilled job executed by Sirisoma who ended up as a Quality Controller.
During the lunch break, he relaxed with novels by his favourite authors Karunasenalayalath and Edward
Mallawaratchchi. When Factory Director Sriyan De Silva wanted to purchase a sewing machine, Siriso-
ma produced a cabinet, the veneer grains which were of a beautifully formed rosette pattern like those on
a leopard, the likes of which had never been seen anywhere, insisting that the Singer Factory Director
should be the proud owner of a beautiful and unique cabinet. Thirty years later, at the time of writing this
story, he revealed that he had been reserving the cabinet for himself.

To be continued in the nextissue................

HEALTHY HEALTH TIPS FOR PRE-ELDERLY M EMBERS

A study in the United States says more than 51% of elderly people fall due to climbing
stairs. Experts advise that after 65 years of age to exercise GREAT CAUTION or NOT
TO DO the following actions:

(Also when using medication that may have side-effects)

: Climbing up or down using the stairs/ladder

. Turn too fast or turn around.

. Bend over feet

. Putting on pants while standing

. Sit Ups

. Turning the waist left and right

. Step backwards

. Bend to lift heavy items

9. Standing up suddenly when getting up from the bed.

10. Straining too hard.

ALSO BE AWARE OF THE HAZARDS THAT MAY FOLLOW——
I. Food Choking 2. Wrong Pillow 3.Leg Cramps & Tingling Feet(Numbness)

W N -

N e

el B e

P.Shivaji
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Mr. G.C. Wasalathanthri,
No.6A,6 " Lane, Pagoda Road
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